Marine Reptiles Info






Name: 

Four groups of marine reptiles:

Adaptations of marine reptiles include:
· Lungs

· _________________ – large yolk to nourish developing embryo

· _______________ egg case – prevent drying out

· ________________ fertilization

· Most return to land to _________________ (turtles and crocs)

· _____ chambered heart (croc  has ______ chambered)

· _________________ to get rid of excess salt
· ____________________ (cold blooded) so most live in warm waters

Saltwater Crocodiles

	Common name
	Scientific name
	Location
	Status
	Behavior

	
	Crocodylus acutus 

	
	
	

	
	Crocodylus porosus 

	
	
	


Sea Snakes

Adaptations of sea snakes include:

· About _______ species (Order Squamata)

· All are ____________________________ (although not aggressive)

· Related to _______________________________
· ____________________________, rudder-like tails

· ______________ on nostrils to keep closed underwater

· Salt gland in _________________ 

· One long _________ lined with blood vessels to increase O2 absorption with _______________ at end to store air

· Can hold breath for ____ hours
· ______________________________ of ALL snakes
· _____________________________ - decrease in heartbeat in response to diving (43 beats/min to 7-9 beats/min)

· _____________________________ fertilization 

· Sperm is implanted into oviducts and can be stored for _________________________ until eggs are ripe

· Most are ovoviviparous  (________________________________)

· Some are oviparous (______________________________)
	Common name
	Scientific name
	Feeding methods
	Location

	
	Aipysurus laevis


	
	

	
	Pelamis platurus 


	
	


Marine Lizard

· Only one species – the ________________________________, Amblyrhynchus subcristatus 
· Live in large colonies on the ______________________ islands
Specific adaptations include

· _____________________ tail for swimming

· ___________________ on all 4 feet

· Salt glands above ______________...“sneeze” to expel salt

· Powerful ____________________ to anchor in heavy seas

· Regulate _______________________ by expelling air

Sea Turtles

· Characteristics

· Non _________________________ heads and limbs

· Powerful front flippers to _____________________ and hind fins used for _________________________
· __________________________ streamlined and flattened

· Fatty deposits and light bones increase _________________________
· Feeding

· Most turtles feed in shallow coastal waters

· Vegetarian turtles

· ___________________ turtle feeds on meadows of turtle grass throughout the tropics

· ____________________ sea turtle feed on algae and sea grasses

· Carnivorous turtles


· Loggerheads, Hawksbill, Olive Ridley, Leatherback, Kemp’s Ridley, Flatbacks 

· – feed on crabs, shellfish, urchins, seaweed, sea cucumbers, sponges, fish

· Reproduction

· Born on _____________ but spend their lives at _______
· Mature sea turtles return to the beaches on which they were born to _________________
· Mating occurs in _____________________________
· ___________________ swims to shore at night and drags herself along the beach to find the nesting site

· She digs a hole and deposits about _______ eggs
· ___________________________________ – female comes ashore then leaves without laying eggs
· Embryos develop for about _____ months

· Eggs at about 30C+ become _______________________, eggs at 28C or lower become ______________
· ____________________________ breaks through shells and wiggle down to the sea
	Common name
	Scientific name
	Average weight
	Average size
	Food
	# eggs laid
	Incubation period
	Age sexual maturity
	other

	Atlantic Leatherback  

	Dermochelys coriacea

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Flatback Turtle

	Natator depressus

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hawksbill Turtle

	Eretmochelys imbricata

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Olive Ridley

	Lepidochelys olivacea

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kemps Ridley

	Lepidochelys kempii

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Loggerhead 

	Caretta caretta

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Green Turtle

	Chelonia mydas

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


What are the dangers involved in being a sea turtle?

What does TED stand for?

